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As my students study genetics and trait inheritance in my Biology class, many of them become interested 

in their own family lineage. It can become quite enthralling for them as they look at the names of their 

ancestors, where and when they lived, etc. One mom told me that her daughter really got into it - studying 

the towns and locations where her great grandparents lived. They even drove to see the house where her 

great grandmother grew up. You can have your children research information on the towns of their ances-

tors - name and location of town, latitude and longitude, climate, culture, history, and maybe even the 

house they lived in. Some families have even driven to visit those towns. So many possibilities!

At the bottom of this page is a pullout example of part of a filled-in ancestry wheel. You would typically 

enter name, date and place of birth, and if deceased, date and place of death. Scroll down for a 34 inch 

diameter ancestry wheel that you can have printed at a print shop such as FedEx Office or at office supply 

stores. It goes through 6th great grandparents. Or, scroll down for smaller color and black and white 

ancestry wheels that you can print at home on 8.5 x 11 paper. It goes through 2nd great grandparents. 

Have fun and please feel free to share with other families. 
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